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Education & Employment Training

Attract More CLIENTS or CUSTOMERS! ADVERTISE in the North
Lawndale Communty News FOR RATES: CALL 312.492.9090

GOT AN IDEA FOR A STORY?
          Please call (312) 492-9090

Or email benprotess@gmail.com

Do you have poems, short stories, or song
lyrics stored away waiting to be discovered?
Are you looking for someone to give you
feedback on your creative writing? Have you
longed to see your work in print? If so, the
Journal of Ordinary Thought (JOT) weekly
writing group is what you are looking for.

Sponsored by the Neighborhood Writing
Alliance (NWA), a nonprofit organization,
JOT weekly writing workshops are free and
open to the public. Adults of all backgrounds
and writing levels attend JOT writing groups
like the one at the Mable Manning Library, 6
S. Hoyne   The group meets every Monday
from 5:15 p.m. to 7pm.

Since 1991, JOT has provided a way for
writers and aspiring writers to gain
constructive advice from others.

 “Everybody gets a chance to read their
work and get feedback,” said Annie Knepler,
editor of JOT and director of NWA. “We
discuss, both, the way the piece is written and
what the piece is about.”

Founded on the concept, “Every person
is a philosopher,” JOT not only presents a
place for creative writers to meet with one
another, but also provides a way for people
to express in writing things that go on in their
communities and in the world around them.

“It’s for [anyone] who has something to

say,” said Knepler. “The writing groups and
the journals provide a place to tell their stories
and express themselves.”

Malvin Jeffries, a job coach and outreach
specialist, is writing a book on health and Tai
Chi, but has lately experiment in writing
poetry and haikus about life as he sees it. He
has attended the workshop a little over a year.
“I needed another outlet for my creativity,”
he said. “The group is my editor.”

Jeffries said although he doesn’t like to be
critiqued, it has helped him. He has gone back
and rewritten poems after the group gave him
suggestions, and he likes his new versions. He
said going back and editing his work has taught
him how to use less words, and in the process,
say more. He plans to share excerpts from his
health book with the group to be critiqued.

Each member of the writing workshops
has the opportunity to have their work
published for free in the journals that are
published quarterly. The journals are given
to the writers for them to share with friends
and family. After each journal is published
there is usually a reading to celebrate, and all
writers from all the workshops are invited to
participate. Although these readings are
always open to the public, only the workshop
writers can read.

 JOT writers have been
well received and are invited
regularly to read at various
events throughout the city,
such as the Illinois
Humanities Festival,
Printer’s Row Book Fair, and
the Guild Complex. They
have also been featured on
WBEZ Public Radio and just
recently at Jaks Tap, a UIC
event. JOT writers have also
had pieces adapted for the
stage and performed by the
Chicago Theater Company.
Twice JOT writers from the
Mable Manning group have
received the prestigious
Illinois Arts Council Award.

The mission of NWA and
JOT is to provoke dialogue
and promote change by
creating opportunities for
adults in Chicago to write,
publish, and perform works
about their lives. The next
public reading by JOT will be
at the Muse Café, 817 N.
Milwaukee on October 17,
from 8-10 pm.

For more information
about NWA and JOT visit
www.jot.org or call 773-684-
2742.

Clemolyn (Pennie)
Brinson is a poet and writer
for NLCN and Residents
Journal. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Free Writing Workshop for
Aspiring Writers

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

Last week, we started out discussing the
ramifications of spending money too
frequently and what example the parents’
spending habits set for children as they grow
from childhood into adulthood.  Most
important, parents need to establish a pattern
of spending and allocate money into
different spending categories such as bills
and savings.

Next, parents need to exhibit these
practices to children by showing them step-
by-step a pattern of spending.  Once a
spending pattern is established, parents
should bring children into the financial circle
by starting them their own piggy banks and
savings accounts to start them, even as early
as four years of age, to thinking about being
financially sound individuals.  It is the
parents’ responsibility to establish a
financial identity for their children but lately
schools have been doing the parents’ job of
teaching children how to be financially
capable.

We are used to schools starting
preschoolers out with homework
assignments that count money.  By third
grade your children have seen and added and
subtracted every denomination in the
educational systems’ effort to get children
to learn math through learning every day

basic skills.
How much is too much in the educational

systems efforts to teach financial
responsibility?  Chicago Public Schools take
the effort as far as teaching students fiscal
responsibility by allowing them to run a
student-run branch of Park Federal Savings
Bank at Curie High School.  The students
staff the bank and students are able to bank
there.  For all intents and purposes the school
system is not doing the parents’ job but is
reinforcing what the parents should be
teaching about banking and financial
responsibility.

This is a great situation but for some of
these kids, this is all the financial training
they will receive because most parents aren’t
teaching finances at home.

Vincent Spinosa, a financial
representative at Northwestern Mutual
Financial Network, believes that teaching
financial responsibility should be the
parent’s focus.  “Our educational system
doesn’t have time to teach financial
responsibility,” Spinosa states.

“Parents should be teaching their
children the difference between what is
savings and deferred spending, what is debt
and how that affects your lifestyle.  Parents

Teaching Financial Responsibility
Begins at Home, Part II

Angelic J. Jones
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concentrating on attracting the Olympics to
Chicago, he needs to clean up the schools so he
can attract more families to the city,” said Walker.
“Now I must send my 11-year-old daughter to a
school in North Lawndale, which is not that far,
but further than my original choice.”

Mayor Daley admits since taking over the
public school system in 1996 it has been a
challenge to improve schools academically, while
also building new schools to ease overcrowding.

“Redeveloping education to fit the 21st
Century has been no easy task,” said Mayor
Daley. “Housing and schools go hand in hand.
You cannot improve neighborhoods with
affordable housing unless you’re talking about
improving the local schools as well.”

While local politicians like Ald. Emma Mitts
concentrate on economic development for the
West Side, Walker said elected officials should
be concentrating more on area schools on
probation.

Those West Side elementary schools on
probation include Bethune at 3030 W. Arthington,
St Cather, at 2908 W. Washington St, Chalmers
at 2745 W. Roosevelt Road, Lawndale
Community Academy at 3500 W. Douglas Blvd
and Delano, 3937 W. Wilcox St.

West Side high schools include Marshall
Metropolitan at 3250 W. Adams St, Roosevelt at
3436 W. Wilson Ave, Manley at 2935 W. Polk St
and Crane Achievement Academy at 2245 W.
Jackson Blvd.  Chung said CPS does not reduce
any monies to a school placed on probation but
rather provides additional assistance to help a
probationary school get up to speed.

“CPS provides reading specialists, after-
school programs and designates a management

support director for each area to free up principals
from a lot of day-to-day business operations,”
said Chung.  “If a school gets on probation, the
Area Instructional Officer works closely with the
school to make sure that its budget is being used
in the best way to improve student performance,
and consults closely with the principal on student
learning issues.”

Regardless of how long a school is on
probation there is no set time on when it is
expected to have improved.  “However, the
longer a school is on probation, the more likely it
is to be closed or to have other measures taken,”
said Chung.

Pursuant to Section 5/34-8.3 of the Illinois
School Code, 105 ILCS 5/34-8.3, the school
Probation and Remediation Policy shall be used
to determine each school’s annual performance
rating and to identify schools in need of
improvements.

A school can be placed on probation if there
is a failure to develop, implement, or comply with
the school improvement plan or a breakdown in
the educational program such as low reading and
math scores, an increased drop-out rate, a
decreased graduation rate, or a decrease in
attendance. Additionally, schools can be placed
on probation if there is a failure or refusal to
comply with the provisions of the school code,
other applicable laws, collective bargaining
agreements, court orders, or with applicable
Board of Education rules and policies.

According to the CPS policy manual drafted
August 23rd, a school shall receive one of two
ratings: probation or non-probation. Based on
its rating, a school may be eligible for certain
support services that address areas of deficiency
in order to promote enhanced academic
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